
Soil texture test
Take a golf ball sized amount of soil in your hand. 

Knead this, whilst adding a small amount of water until the soil feels 
like putty or play dough.

Answer the questions below to discover what type of soil you have.

1

2

3

Will the soil form a ball?

Will the soil form a flat 
sausage?

How long is the flat 
sausage shape?

sand

loamy sand

less than 2.5cm 2.5cm to 5cm more than 5cm

No

No

Yes

It’s smooth 
and slippery

It’s gritty

It’s not smooth 
or gritty

Yes

It’s smooth 
and slippery

It’s smooth 
and slippery

It’s gritty It’s gritty

silt loam silty clay loam silty clay

sandy loam sandy clay loam sandy clay

It’s not smooth 
or gritty

It’s not smooth 
or gritty

loam clay loam clay
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